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WOMEN AND INFANTS RESEARCH FOUNDATION 
Statement 

HON STEPHEN PRATT (South Metropolitan) [5.23 pm]: On Saturday 28 August I attended the annual 
Women and Infants Research Foundation gala. As members may recall, in my inaugural speech I shared the story 
of our tragic preterm loss. In early 2016, my wife Elena and I received the exciting news that we were pregnant 
with our first child. We went along to the initial scan, only to be told there was no heartbeat. We were beyond 
devastated and found ourselves trying to navigate a whole new reality. Why had this happened to us? 
Fast forward a year, and we were thrilled and incredibly grateful to be holding our rainbow-baby daughter in our 
arms. We understand that not all couples get the chance to do this, which is why the ongoing work and research 
carried out in this area is so incredibly valuable. On Saturday night, we joined our close friends Georgie and Daniel—
who suffered immeasurable heartache when they lost their son Kai in 2018—to support them and all the other 
WA families whose lives have been forever changed by preterm birth. It is an occurrence that we have come to 
realise is much more common than we knew, and is actually preventable in a number of cases.  
At the event, we heard from 2020 Senior Australian of the Year, Professor John Newnham. He spoke with great 
enthusiasm about the world-leading medical research that is happening right here in Western Australia and about 
programs such as the Whole Nine Months, which was created here in WA and has been rolled out nationally to 
prevent preterm loss. Another research project that is happening in WA is looking at unique bacterial signatures in 
mid-pregnancy that could reduce premature birth by up to 40 per cent and those brought on by bacteria by 80 per cent. 
Over the years, the Women and Infants Research Foundation has been the recipient of funding from both the state 
and commonwealth governments. It also does a great job in securing financial support from the community through 
events such as the recent gala. I look forward to supporting organisations such as WIRF and hearing about more 
success stories that arise from the ongoing medical research happening here in Western Australia that will have 
a lasting impact and allow for families to grow and lead happy, healthy lives. 
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